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Lent is a period of self-reflection and preparation. We are using our
transformation chain to reflect this season (page 8), and are

preparing  the way for those who are here and those yet to come by
making sure our roofs are sturdy and safe! Our neighbors at Baird

Roofing are on our roof making repairs as these very words are
written. We give thanks to all those before us who built the

foundation of this church; the stewards of our congregation who
have diligently donated time and money to keeping a literal roof

over our heads; and each minister of maintenance and hard, hands-
on labor. You bless us.  
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Worship in the Sanctuary at 9:30 a.m. 
Class on Christians and Authority, 11:00 a.m. (Pr. Ben)
Dungeons & Dragons (5e) on 2nd Sundays of Month, 5:00 p.m. Room 6 (Kate Ory, Malinda Ard)
Sundays @ 5 Service in the Sanctuary at 5:00 p.m.

Inviting Silence at 7:00 a.m. in the chapel (part of office wing) (Bill Kees)
Seniors Group, Hallelujah Anyway, 10:30 a.m. Room 7, 2  & 4  Mondays (Dottie E., Eileen W.)nd th

Time Out for Art in Room 6 from 1-4:00 p.m. (Caryl Quinones, Sherrill Heinz)
Adult Children of Alcoholics Meeting in Room 4 at 7:00 p.m.

Quilters in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 AM to about 3:00 p.m. (Char Miller)
Centering Prayer on Zoom from 4-5 p.m. (Bill Kees)
Pastor's Bible Study on Zoom from 5-6 p.m. (Pr. Ben)

Spanish Conversation Group on Zoom at 9am (Clark Colahan)
Inviting Silence at 11:00 a.m. in the chapel (part of office wing) (Bill Kees)
Griefshare at 2:00 p.m. in Room 7 (Nola D., Stephen K., Peter M.)
Handbell Practice in the Fellowship Hall at 4:00 p.m. (Luke Nicolay)
Lenten Class, Soup, and Service in the Fellowship Hall at 5:15 p.m.

 

Spiritual Seekers Bible Study on 1st & 3rd Thursdays, 10 a.m., Conference Room (Mary S.)
Afternoon Games at 1200 Park Ave. Clubhouse from 12 to 3:00 p.m. (Elise Gladu)
Choir Practice in the Sanctuary at 5:45 p.m. (Luke Nicolay)
Gambler’s Anonymous at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room
Contemporary Music Practice in the Sanctuary at 7:15 p.m. (Luke Nicolay)
Troop 12 in Room 7 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. (Chris Brown)

 

Men's Breakfast at Farmer's Skillet on Rio Lindo at 8:00 a.m. (Howie Stensrud)
Bulletin Folders in the Sanctuary at 2:00 p.m. (Laurae Dunn)
Food Bank, 1st & 3rd Fridays in the Parking Lot from 3:00-5:00 p.m. (Lisa Roehling)
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Ongoing Services & Events



Special Events
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Hallelujah Anyway by Anne Lamott is a book that helps us understand our
place in an increasingly complex world, focused on receiving relief and
forgiveness by embracing mercy. All seniors are welcome to JOYS (Just
Older Youth, Seniors!) the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 10:30am
starting February 23rd in Room 7.

Class on Christians & Authority: Our country is in the midst of major disagreement
about the role of government authority. What do the scriptures and our Lutheran

tradition teach about how followers of Jesus are to wield authority and to respond to
those in authority? Throughout Lent, Pastor Ben will teach a five part class covering

such topics as use of force, obedience, resistance, and accountability. Sunday
mornings at 11:00 a.m., available online as well.

Josh Edwards and Michael Nicholson will host Trivia Night after Sundays @
5 on March 8! All you need to play is your smartphone. If you don’t have
one, we’ll pair you up with someone and you can play together. Enjoy a
variety of secular and biblical trivia thematic for Lent. Snacks are provided.

Join us for an uplifting Bible study on the 1st and 3rd Thursday mornings at 10am in the
conference room. All are welcome to find spiritual growth through studying God’s word and

build relationships with faithful followers. We support each other through prayer and find
inspiration for our daily lives. The studies are provided and you may bring your own Bible.

Beginning in March we will focus on money and stewardship, then move into a study on
prayer. For more information, please contact Mary Schweder at 714-814-3737.

Faith Lutheran children and youth will be “Easter Caroling” on March 31, Palm
Sunday, bringing songs, flowers and joy to our members who can’t make it to church
anymore. If you would like to participate or contribute bouquets from your garden
we watch for the sign up sheet on the bulletin board during the month of March.
Please ask Marge Troester if you have any questions.

The Growing Healthy Children Run/Walk on April 25 promotes physical health, good nutrition
and emotional wellness. Start off with a one-mile walk or a three-mile run. There will be

presentations by Azad’s Martial Arts, the Hmong Cultural Center, and Ballet Folklorico. Fun
booths, free prizes and a drawing for free bicycles round out the day. We hope to have plenty
of Faith Lutheran kids and their friends participate! There is no cost for the event and the first

300 kids get a free t-shirt! Register soon at growinghealthychildrenchico.com!  



For the month of March, the Special Olympics of Butte County will be our “Greatest Gift Project”.

Mission: Special Olympics Butte County, SOBC (parent company Special Olympics Northern
California) is a volunteer organization providing year-round sports training and athletic

competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with disabilities. This gives
the athletes opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy, and
participate in sharing of skills and friendships. The vision is to provide sports training programs

and athletic competition for all athletes within the county. Special Olympics athletes have a
variety of sports they can choose from in Butte County such as basketball, swimming, bocce ball,

track & field, softball, golf, and bowling.

Why it Matters: Most of the equipment needs are already met by SOBC. When the athletes
compete in regional tournaments the volunteers purchase healthy snacks and drinks for the day
long tournaments and for the weekend long summer games. This is something we can help with.
The competitions take place out of town, last all day and only lunch is provided. With physical

activity and warm temperatures, the athletes need healthy snacks and drinks to get them through
the day. 

How Can You make a Difference: You can help by picking up a few items from the list below on
your usual shopping trips. Bring them by our church on Sunday morning or during the week. 

Chips variety 1 oz bags
Gatorade 12 oz regular or zero, NO RED
Granola bars not hard and no nuts
Nature's bakery fig, blueberry, raspberry, etc. 
Nutri grain bars
Waters

Surprisingly we learned from last year most of the athletes 
do not like Goldfish! All need to be individually wrapped. 
No perishable items please. No red dye.

The beauty of this campaign is, a little is a lot! You can choose any items based on your budget and
usual grocery trip. Thank you for continuing to support our neighbors!

Greatest Gift Project
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All Hands on Deck! Faith Lutheran Church Spring Cleaning and Facility Upgrades
Saturday, March 7 from 8-11 a.m. at Faith Lutheran Church 

Coffee, juice, donuts and bagels provided.

Please RSVP to Michael at 895-3754 or faithlutheraninchico@gmail.com
Or Joel Zimbelman at joelzimbelman@gmail.com

It’s been over a year since our last spring cleaning! Time to freshen up the exterior, clean the rooms, and prep for painting
and flooring installation. We could use about 50 folks for three hours on Saturday morning, March 7.

Weed and add plantings to front and sides of church—replace lost tree on NE corner—experienced planter needed
Plant several plants in south and west beds and hook up to irrigation system—experienced planter needed
Hand re-grade (minor) the beds on the west and south, and cover with fabric (bark later)
Clean leaves and branches off east alley tree beds and alley
Clean up columbarium beds
Re-lay irrigation on courtyard mound near basketball hoop
Wash all windows inside and out of all buildings
Clean all fans in rooms and fellowship hall
Power wash concrete in courtyard and sidewalks—(if you have a machine we request that you operate your own
machine for the morning or train people in its use)
Construct new box over front irrigation valves—special assignment to someone who can do carpentry
Dust and wipe all door frames and baseboards in all buildings
Vacuum all rooms in all buildings
Clean all sanctuary chairs and move from rooms as needed
Weed and clean up areas on east behind sanctuary and on north behind front retaining wall
Pull all tagged furniture and supplies from rooms for disposal
Pull all tagged materials from rooms to be moved into other spaces
Install shelves in room 5
Strip baseboards and door trim from rooms to be painted and carpeted (to be determined)

If you have any of these items, we encourage you to bring them:
Rubber mallets
Razor blade cutters
Shovels—small and large, flat faced spades and other
Rakes
Wheelbarrows—at least five or six
Power washer, hoses, etc.- three needed
Power tools and tools for irrigation box construction, shelf installation
Everyone: Gloves for all hands, Hats, Sunscreen, long-sleeved shirt
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Spring Cleaning

Thank you for helping
our congregation get
our facility ready for

Easter!



Hello Faith Family and Friends! We are excited to bring back Faith Lutheran Church’s
Easter Trunk & Hunt on Saturday, April 4, 2026 from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM, and we
would love your help to make it bigger and better than ever. Last year we welcomed a
huge crowd and gave out nearly 5,000 Easter eggs. This year we hope to double that
number and expand the fun with a small carnival ferris wheel, live music, the Easter
Bunny, and food vendors.

How You Can Help:
Decorate a car trunk and provide a simple game where kids can earn Easter eggs
Each trunk is asked to provide its own game and Easter eggs
Donate plastic Easter eggs and candy, filled if possible
Volunteer to help fill eggs on a scheduled date to be announced
Parking lot assistance
Hiding Easter eggs
Set up and breakdown
Craft table help where kids will make Easter bags

This event is all about welcoming our community and sharing the joy of Easter. Every
role helps make a difference.

Blessings,
Joshua Edwards, Dir. Children & Youth Ministries
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Trunk and Hunt



Hello to all from the Equipping Team!

To engage with the transformative message of Lent, the
Equipping Team invites children, families, and adult individuals
of Faith to participate in the Transformation Chain project
starting February 15. We are asking you to ponder how you’ve
been transformed, and to write your messages and staple them
to the chain. The paper chain will continue to grow and
transform with us throughout the season of Lent. Paper is
provided, and you can add to the chain on Sundays during
service or during the workweek by coming to the office.

The Season of Transformation
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The question we all have is – What is an example of transformation?

Transformations happen every day. Some transformations are simple, others profound and deeply
impactful. You can share any transformation you experience, no matter how big or small. Here are
some examples:

“A smile and pleasant greeting made my day and helped me.”

“Witnessing the Baptism on Sunday helped me again to believe God is alive and with me.”

“The music in church transforms and lifts me in spirit.”

“Seeing the beauty of nature reminds me what God can do.”

When considering the experiences, ideas, actions, and music encountered daily, it is evident how
these elements contribute to personal growth or transformation. We think this project will be a
beautiful reminder of how God transforms us, and are excited to see the growth of our
congregational chain and the spiritual growth of us all.

-God’s blessings to all. The Equipping Team
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Transformations
What causes transformation? The Bible is full of stories of transformation. Sometimes those
transformations are sudden and dramatic, like St. Paul being blinded by Christ on the road to Damascus.
Sometimes transformation is gradual, like the relationship between the brothers Jacob and Esau. While
most transformations in the Bible are of individuals, scripture also speaks of the Holy Spirit transforming
families, like that of Sarah and Abraham, cities, like Nineveh, and nations, like Israel.

Throughout March, we’ll read stories of people who are transformed by their encounters with Jesus.
Christ continues to encounter us and transform us today. Throughout Lent, we invite you to participate
in ways that followers of Jesus have known Christ to transform them throughout history.
 

Hearing God’s Word and receiving the sacraments: When he was at the table with them, he took
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”
(Luke 24:30-32) Each Sunday, let Christ enter your life through the proclamation of scripture and
communion.

Spiritual disciplines: If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! (Luke 11:13) Each
Wednesday at 5:15pm, join us for a class on the traditional spiritual practices of Lent, fasting, prayer,
and almsgiving. Discover how incorporating these disciplines into your regular rhythm can help you
encounter Christ in your daily life.

Fellowship with believers: For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
them. (Matthew 18:20). Join us Wednesdays at 6:15pm for a soup supper in which we break bread
with people of faith from other congregations before those congregations lead us in worship at
7pm. Also, join us after worship on Sunday evenings as we share a meal at 6pm.

Public Witness: [Jesus said] you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a
testimony to them and the gentiles. When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to
speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at that time, for it is not
you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you (Matthew 10:18-20). Each
Sunday morning after worship, join us for a class on Christians and Authority. Learn how followers of
Jesus throughout history have been public witnesses to Christ’s kingdom in the midst of worldly
empires. Discern how we can reveal Christ to transform our society today. This will be livestreamed.
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Caring for others: And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me’ (Matthew 25:40). You are invited to share Christ
with the homebound by bringing them communion, flowers, or song throughout the season of Lent.
Look for these opportunities in March. 

 
As you enter into these various practices, notice how Christ is transforming you through them. Perhaps
you’ll have a big “road to Damascus” moment where, like St. Paul, you radically change your life. Or
perhaps you’ll experience smaller transformations: feeling more peace in your heart, hope for the world, or
grace in your relationships. 
 
Whatever transformations you experience, the Equipping Ministry has prepared a way for you to share
them. In the sanctuary, you will find slips of blue/purple/white slips of paper (representing the waters of
baptism) on which to write down your transformations. You are then encouraged to fold the paper into a
loop and attach it to a chain of other people’s transformations. May this great chain of testimonies, like the
chain of testimonies passed down through the generations, give witness to the power of the living Christ to
transform our lives and our community.
 

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Ben 

5:15-6:15pm: Class on fasting, prayer, and
      almsgiving in sanctuary

6:15pm - 7pm: Soup supper
7pm - 8pm: Ecumenical Worship 

Join us for an evening of learning how
God transforms our lives and the world.
Start each Wednesday evening in Lent
with a class on the traditional spiritual
practice for Lent: fasting, prayer, and
almsgiving. Then share soup and join us
for worship lead by a different local
congregation each week. 

Feb. 25th -- Trinity Methodist
March 4th -- Faith Lutheran
March 11th -- Bethel AME with soup support from First Baptist
March 18th -- First Christian
March 25th -- Congregation Beth Israel



Hello Faith Family!

Are you part of a ministry here at Faith? Did you know that Faith has over 45 ministries
that you can be a part of? The council would like to highlight and support all of the

ministries that shape our lives here at Faith and also out in the community. Each
ministry reflects our calling to live out God’s love in meaningful ways. We are blessed
with ministries that nurture faith, serve our neighbors, and strengthen our community.
Whether you feel drawn to worship, leadership, music, supporting our children and

youth, prayer and support, education, hobbies, outreach, or behind‑the‑scenes
support, there is a place for your gifts to flourish. 

In the next few months members of the Council will be reaching out to the leaders of
the ministries so we can learn more about what is happening in the life of the church

and to see how we can best support these groups in the future. We will be inviting the
leaders to share information. Thank you for your generosity and willingness to serve.

We look forward to hearing from you all!

If you want to learn more about a ministry or if you see one that you may be interested
in or if you have an idea for a new ministry, please reach out to a member of the

Equipping Team, Council, or anyone at the Welcome Table after each service. You can
also reach out to the office. Your presence, contributions and gifts matter and

strengthen our community.

Thank you for all the ways that you contribute to our shared ministry. May God guide
and inspire us as we continue to serve together.

Yours in Faith,
Dawn Stafford, Council President
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Ministry Connections



Our kitchen keeps evolving, and I hope you have taken a moment to stroll through and see the
changes. Some are subtle, like the replacement of electrical fuses for a select number of outlets,
and others are quite visible like the backsplashes and shelves attached to each new stove. One
large, custom-made, seasoned griddle has been received and will be available when needed.

Some training on attaching and using the griddle without destroying the seasoning will be
provided to those who are in charge of pancake breakfasts, etc.

 
The stoves already have gotten lots of use with many meals being prepared for Safe Space and
more. While the stoves are available for everyone’s use, we are asking that anyone baking in the

ovens or cooking on the burners pay attention to spills and clean them up immediately. Please do
not leave it for someone else to do!! Use only non-abrasive materials when wiping up spills in the

oven or on the stove’s surface.
 

You may have noticed that our supply of kitchen hand towels has dwindled to nearly nothing over
the past month or two. If you take linens home for laundering, please return them to the kitchen

within a few days. Many folks use the kitchen, and we need to ensure we have a good supply. Too,
please avoid using kitchen towels to clean, dust off or wash various items throughout the church

campus. You will find a large bin of “rags” in the janitor’s closet to use for that purpose.
 

If, while doing your spring cleaning, an excess of gently used terry cloth kitchen hand towels are
discovered (not bathroom hand towels), they would be welcomed in our kitchen! Feel free to leave

them in the kitchen or drop them off at the church office.
 

Stay tuned for more exciting changes to FLC’s kitchen in the near future. As always, feel free to
speak with me if you have questions.

Janine Rush

12

Kitchen Korner



As most of you have seen, the sanctuary roof is being completed. Next up are the offices and
fellowship hall. The good news is that there is enough in the capital campaign checking account to
cover the costs! 

Once the roof is finished, we will begin work on the HVAC system. Currently it is estimated to run
between $80,000 to $100,000 to complete this project. Currently we don’t have enough to cover this
next project, so we will, (for the first time), use the equity line of credit and pay it down as our pledges
are received.

We would like to thank everyone once again for their amazing support. This isn’t possible without all of
us working together. For those that made pledges for the 2025/2026 fiscal year, (ending June 30,
2026), we would once again like to say thank you. If you have questions or wish to update your
commitment, please contact me at dianeknight396@gmail.com.

Below is a recap of where we stand as of February 8, 2026.
93 Total Pledges  $509,717.00  
 7/1/25 to 6/30/26  $232,780.00  
 7/1/26 to 6/30/27  $130,981.00  
 7/1/27 to 6/30/27  $145,980.00  
 Funds Rec'd to date  $191,796.00  

We would also like to remind everyone that their 2025 giving statements are complete and Lynette has
been handing them out at Sunday services. If you haven’t received yours yet, please contact the office
or speak to myself or Lynette and we will get you a copy.

Finally, it has been said that a picture tells 1,000 words. The cover photo was taken on February 10th
with the roofers tethered to the sanctuary cross. I think this says it all!
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Capital Campaign Update

Calling all AV folks or anyone interested in AV! We will have a large training session on Saturday, March
21st from 10 AM to 4 PM (or 5 if there's enough interest). During this training, Adam Klopfenstein from
Bethel Lutheran ELCA will be coming from the Bay Area to talk with us about our AV system. If you're

interested in learning, brushing up, or checking things out please come and join us. We will take a
break from about noon to 1 to have lunch and fellowship and then will resume around 1 PM. This

training will be a great time to ask questions, practice on the board/cameras/propresenter and more. If
you have any questions, please contact Luke via email or by calling the church office. 

Comprehensive A/V Training
March 21



Everyone who helped plan our Lenten season.
The baptism of Zachary England!
Malinda Ard and Kaylen Wilson for training other folks to learn how to use the
A/V system.
All our friends and family who have provided food for Sundays @ 5.
Caryl Quinones, Linda Zimbelman, and Sherrill Heinz for the God Sightings
project and prompts.
Eleanor and Lewis Hyatt for letting us meet in their orchard for almond blossom
photos on Valentine’s weekend, and Josh Edwards for taking photos.
The choir for their first musical offering of the season.
Judy Struck and Margaret McMillan for helping cover the desk in the office.
Dawn Stafford and Dottie Erhardt for designing and organizing the
transformation chain.
Molly Barnum, Linda Greer Wagener, Carol Collins, Char Miller, Clark Colahan
and Caryl Quinones for delivering ashes to our homebound members on Ash
Wednesday, and to our youth for making and packaging the ashes in envelopes.
Caryl and Julio Quinones for celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary!
This month’s maintenance guys: Inside Out Janitorial and Landscaping (including
Erik, our custodian, and Nico, our landscaping manager), Baird Roofing, Royal
Aire, Ray’s Carpets, and Squyres Fire Protection.
All our adult volunteers for FLY Night.
Everyone who donated blood at the Steve Troester Blood Drive.
Pr. Robert Morton and the choir for the gospel concert, Sundays @ 5.

Financial Report
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Roses



FLC Executive Team Meeting 2/10/2026

1.Annual Reviews
Looked over last year’s evaluations and each staff’s goals. [Pr. Ben] explained the process
and next step involves asking staff who on the council they would like to be evaluated by
with Pr. Ben.

2.Employee Handbook
Just completed by Personnel Committee, would like all council to review along with
technology policy. Will be voted on at next council meeting. 

3.Budget Review
Will be having to put together next year’s budget, proposed budgets to council by April and
propose to congregation in May for acceptance.

4.Coffee with Council
Went very well. Not a lot of people but good questions. Would like to continue it on a
quarterly basis with a short handout and a whiteboard with the quarters, highlights, and
pictures.

5.Chapter 6 What Does a Disciple Look Like?
Pastor Ben mentioned this might be the most important chapter in the book.

6.Small Group Ministry C Team
Will be coming to our next council meeting to discuss their progress and findings.

Items for next council meeting:
Who will be continuing on council?
Ministry questionnaire
Possible bids for continuing work
Coffee with council
Chapter 6, What Does a Disciple Look Like? 

Submitted by Elise Gladu, Council Secretary

Council Minutes
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Addendum: Candy
Munson stepped

down from council to
be able to put her

energy in other areas.
We thank Candy for

her service to the
council.
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